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Congratulations to Pam Aalto-
nen, Tippecanoe County Board
of Health Chairwoman & InAL-
BOH Secretary/Treasurer, for
receiving NALBOH’s West
Great Lakes Regional Director's

Award!  Way to go Pam!

In the picture above, Michelle
Lindley receives the award
presented by Jan Allen, West
Great Lakes Regional Director
on behalf of Pam Aaltonen.
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NALBOH Confers in

Board of health members stepped back in
time as they gathered in the historic dis-
trict of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for the
17th Annual National Association of Local
Boards of Health Conference, “Improving
Public Health Through Leadership and
Knowledge.”

This is the only national conference that
boasts of being specifically designed
around the needs of local boards of
health members. As reflected in this
year’s conference theme, NALBOH'’s goal
was to increase the leadership skills and
knowledge of local board of health mem-
Board of health
members who attended received the latest

bers across the nation.

information and updates from esteemed
keynote speakers. Kaye Bender, Presi-
dent and Chief Executive Officer of the
Public Health Accreditation Board (PHAB)
shared, “A Vision For National Public
Health Accreditation: Latest News From
The Public Health Accreditation Board.”
Michael McGeehin, Director, Division of
Environmental Hazards & Health Effects,
National Center for Environmental Health
The
Public Health Response.” Captain Matthew

commented on, “Climate Change:

McKenna, Director, Office of Smoking and
Health, Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention reported on “Effective Tobacco
Control:  Opportunities and Challenges.”
And Michelle Ann Larkin, Team Director
and Senior Program Officer, Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation, inspired board of
health members by describing, “The
Bridge To A Healthier America.” Other
highlights included NALBOH’s annual busi-

ness meeting and awards dinner.

Quarter

Philly

Huntington County Board of Health member,
Tammy Berlier, and InALBOH President, Van-
derburgh County health board member, Cathy
Engel take time to discuss the challenges and
opportunities of Indiana boards of health.

Michelle Lindley, InNALBOH coordinator poses with
“Benjamin Franklin” during an evening reception at
the NALBOH conference in historic Philadelphia.

"Even though each community has its own

unique set of problems and needs, the
underlying principles of promoting and
protecting the

ing as a link between the community and

health department are shared by all lo-
cal boards of

heal
mative sessions and workshops provided

a forum to exchange ideas on best prac-

tices as well as great resources to help
local board of health members gain a
better understanding of their roles and
responsibilities."
Cathy Engel
InALBOH President
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Have you considered the local board of health’s role
with the national voluntary accreditation program?

The Indiana Public Health Association is traveling around the state work-
ing with local health departments on education and preparation of the na-
tional voluntary accreditation program. The development of the nationwide
program, organized by the Public Health Accreditation Board (PHAB) be-
gan with the goal of improving and protecting the health of every commu-
nity by advancing the quality and performance of public health depart-
ments. The accreditation program will help set a benchmark of consistent
standards for health departments across the country, create a platform of
quality improvement, and provide a means of documenting accountability
to the public and policy makers. As a board of health, you can support
your health department with the accreditation process by understanding
what it is working towards, understanding the process of accreditation,
and giving your full support to this program in your health department.
Here are some tips to get you started!

¢ Review The Exploring Accreditation  Report -
www.rwijf.org/files/research/explore_accreditation.pdf

¢ Visit The Public Health Accreditation Board website T
www.phaboard.org

¢ Ask your public health staff to hold a discussion with you about
accreditation readiness

+ Think about supporting your public health staff to do a strategic
plan, community health assessment, and a community health
improvement plan

+ Talk to the NALBOH staff or to the PHAB staff about how to get
involved and engaged in recognizing your hard working health
department by supporting them in accreditation readiness

+ Done all of the above already? Then consider applying to be a
Beta Test Site. More information and application materials at
www.phaboard.org

calling (812) 723-7992.
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Essential Services are the
Foundation of Accreditation

(This section will feature one of the Ten
Essential Services each issue.)
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Essential Service #2

Diagnose and investigate health problems
and health hazards in the community.

Local board of health members are
responsible for making sure the Ten
Essential Services are performed in their
community. By identifying what public
health services are needed locally, making
sure that these services can be provided,
and providing local needs to the state and
federal government, local boards of health
fulfill their core function responsibilities.

Most board members do not actually
monitor, diagnose, evaluate, or actively
perform the Ten Essential Services in the
community. They work behind the scenes to
create the circumstances in which the local
health department staff provides the Ten
Essential Services.

Tell InALBOH what is working well in your community!

InALBOH wants to know about solutions to public health issues that boards of
health have implemented or influenced at the local level that have been successful
and could be replicated in other counties across the state. Please share your public
health success story by emailing Michelle Lindley at mlindley@inpha.org or by

Fact for Life #25 6

Once people begin to experience the benefits of smoke
smokers, and compliance improves over time.

-free air policies, public support increases even among

Source: Hyland, A. et al. Attitudes and beliefs about secondhand smoke and smoke-free policies in four countries: findings
from the International Tobacco Control Four Country Survey. Nicotine Tob Res. 2009 Jun; 11(6):642-9.

"Facts for Life," a weekly email providing statistics on the toll of tobacco on Hoosiers and the State

of Indiana, is presented by Indiana Tobacco Prevention and Cessation.

For more information on Indiana Tobacco Prevention and Cessation, visit www.itpc.in.gov,

www.WhiteLies.tv, or visit www.Voice.tv.

1-800-QUIT-NOW
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